
Although there is a growing consciousness
of ravine ercsion, it seen:s tlrat the root
cause of the origrn and drveloprnent of
ravines is not yet prop*rl5, investigated. f)ur:
credit must be given t<"r the author for
giving a full appreciation ofali tbe asprcts
of the problem.

The book gives the distribution of ravine
affected areas in India. sr-rch as Yamnna-
Chambal ravine region, th: Me_i revines,
Gujarat ravines and the ravines of western
Sub'Himalayas and Chota Nagpur plateau.
It also describes er:ology and morphology
of ravines, A chapter is clevote<J to the
discussiou o[ ' Genesis of ravine s.'

According to the author the ravine
devlopment in tndia is neither a result of
climatic change nor an effect of overgrazing.
He attributes the tlevelopment and erosion
of ravines to the lowering of locai bas* level
of erosion caused by reccnt uplift"

The author formulates a 'Rejuven;ltion
theory of ravine forrnation' and trie! to
apply it to all the major areas of raviue
erosion iu India. The ravines are d*scribrd
as the features of eariy maturity stage in the
fluvial cycle of erosion, the coneept whiclr
needs Iurther elaboration. The rhapters hke

' f)imensions of ravine prcblem in India c

ond 'Ravine reclamation work in India,

The book gives a detailed accorrnt of the
physiography of the S*nar.Bearr:ea basin,
covering parts of Sagar and Darroh distri-
cts of Madhya Pradesh.

It deals with the geology of the region in
detail" Endogenic forces and geomorphic
procresses *re also deseribcd at length. Th*
geomorphic analysis of the region
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are more like summary type reports, but
are helpful in giving soiiie idea of the efforts
made iu Inciia for the soil conservation and
reelamation.

The chapter on . Raviae reclamation
planning ' needs a special mention in which
a reclamabiiity, classification and measures
ior ravine reclamation are suggested. For
a general level planning, watershed of a

ravine is suggested as a planning unit. It is

also suggested that the integrated planning
for ravine lancls can be Cone for whole of
the watershed or a contour map of
1 :25000 scale.

rllthough the description ofravines, par-
ticularly their ecology ancl morphology
appears too theorctical at many places, the
book is suercessiul in giving an imptession
that the study is mainly a result of extensiye
fleld work doire in different ravine affected
areas in lndia.

The illustrations like 6 extension of ravines
through headward erosion' and the mesha.
nism of ravirie extension through swallow
holes and tunnels' have help;d a great deal
io visualising the erosional features.

The author no doubt, deserves credit for
i;,itro#ucing a refresirirg innovation of ravine
and gully erosioil problem in India.
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is done by using usual morphometric
techniques. The drainage characteristics
and valley forms are described under the
title ' Fluvial Geomr:rphic cycle.'

It is regrettable that at many places the
description takes the form of toposheet
interpretation. In the absence of description
aud interpretation of landforms based ou a
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